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Unveiling the Commemorative Park Seats       

       Uncovering the 100 years Commemorative Park Benches 

It is my hope this year to be able to post the news-

letter to those who do not have email, or are una-

ble to come to the RSL to collect a copy. 

If you are aware of someone in that situation 

please let me know, with their details.  This may 

take a couple of months, to get lists sorted, but it is 

not going away, be patient. 

 

This is not an inexpensive exercise as a stamp will 

be $1.10.  So please if you have email use it. 

 

Josh’s office has kindly offered to  print the extra 

copies for posting.   

Some will be delivered by members who life near 

members. 

But there will still be a number who will require 

posting. 

I thank you in advance for you help. 

 

Deb Editor 

Not intended to offend—1963—how times 

have changed— 

I was looking for a funny pic to do with typ-

ing—I guess I found it. 



Committee 

From the Editor 
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Hello, I made an executive decision, there will not be 

“a year that was’, we haven’t done anything other 

than Anzac Day, Remembrance Day, and the Cen-

tenary, and although these were all great days, they 

were fairly extensively covered in the relevant news-

letters. 

I hope you like the new format, it is less paper and 

ink.  Better for the planet. 

 

I had a great cruise to the South Pacific, it’s always 

wonderful.  Total pampering——I love it. 

Bowls Report 

North-West Pennant.  Friday mornings’ competition started 

again in October. We’ve just got enough players: about 12 

regulars and a few reserves.  The NW RSL bowlers voted to 

remain at Buckley Park again this season and not return to 

Glenroy. The controversial Buckley Park greens have im-

proved a bit since last season.  

 

After round 7 we were sixth on the ladder, with three wins, 

and two losses by one shot to top team Keilor East blue and 

fourth-placed Glenroy.  

 

The Edinburgh Shield next year is at the City of Echuca 

Bowling Club, 4th and 5th of April.  There is usually plenty of 

interest shown in this weekend tournament, and we’re mak-

ing accommodation arrangements already since it soon be-

comes hard to get the good places. Our first choice is the 

NRMA Echuca Holiday Park.  

 

The new facility at Sunbury Bowling Club is very busy with 

functions, conferences funerals and the like, and is attracting 

new bowlers. The facility includes new dining, entertainment 

and other social facilities near the new under-cover synthetic 

green.   

    

Sunbury Bowling Club has now issued all its pennant bowlers 

with new uniforms, so we are currently collecting old uni-

forms for our RSL Bowlers to wear of a Friday. The coloured 

strip swill look a bit smarter than our plain old whites. 

           Thanks John 
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Australia 1951 

Jan The 50th anniversary of Australian  

 Federation is celebrated. 

Feb Jean Lee becomes the last woman to be hanged 

 in Australia, when she,  Robert  Clayton and Nor

 man Andrews are executed in Melbourne 

 for the murder of a 73 year old  man. 

Mar The Bank of Australasia merges with the Union 

 Bank of Australia to form the ANZ. 

 The Governor-General, William McKell, issues a 

 double dissolution of parliament for the second 

 time in  its history, citing the Senate’s referral of 

 the Commonwealth Bank Bill as a “failure to 

 pass” the bill. 

April Conscription begins as the first call-up notice is 

 issued under the National Service Act (1951), 

 requiring Australian 18-year-old males to under

 go compulsory military training. 

 A Federal Election is held.  The Liberal govern

 ment of Robert Menzies retains power. 

June The first lessons of the School of the Air are 

 broadcast from the Royal Flying Doctor Service 

 in Adelaide. 

Aug The Australian Financial Review is first pub-

 lished. 

Sep The Anzus Treaty, between Australia, New Zea

 land and the United States, is signed. 

 A federal referendum is held, proposing to alter 

 the Australian Constitution to allow the banning 

 of the Communist Party.  The referendum was 

 not carried. 

Oct Francis McEnroe sells the first Chiko Rolls at the 

 Wagga Wagga agricultural show. 

 A De Havilland Dove aircraft crashes near  

 Kalgoorlie killing all 7 on board. 

Nov Willliam McKell is gazette a Knight Grand Cross 

 of the Order of St Michael and St George,         

 becoming the only Governor-General of Aus

 tralia to be knighted during their term. 

 

Robert Menzies 

The Australian Grand Prix was held at 

Narrogin and won by  

Warwick Pratley driving a George Reed 

Special 
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Footy Club Dinners 

 RSl COM REG 7 

JAN    22 Heathcote 

FEB 10 AGM 12  

MAR 10 (Tue)  25 Woodend 

APR 14 (Tue) 8  

MAY 11  27 

JUNE 9 (Tue)   

JULY 13  22 TBC 

AUG 10 12  

SEP 14  23 Kerang 

OCT 12 14  

NOV 9 11? 25 K’flat 

DEC 14 9  

JAN 21 

FEBRUARY 18 

MARCH 17 

APRIL 21 

MAY 19 

JUNE 16 

JULY 21 

AUGUST 18 

SEPTEMBER 15 

OCTOBER 20 

NOVEMBER 17 

DECEMBER 15 

@ the AGM 
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Our Centennial Commemorations 

Preparations to commemorate the Centenary of the founding of our Sunbury Sub-branch began on the 22nd August, follow-
ing our August monthly RSL meeting where Nola Williams had brought to our attention that our little Sub-branch was turn-
ing 100 years young in November this year. 

I was seconded to chair a sub-committee to make things happen. Those who were volunteered into this esteemed group were 
Nola Williams, Deb Williams (no relation!), and Peter Free. Luckily for me they all agreed to being dragooned. 

Our first meeting (of what were to become weekly meetings) was on Tuesday arvo at 1630hrs. 

We had a brainstorming session that day which identified that the commemoration was primarily for the members, and not 
the public to congratulate them for their service to the ideals of the RSL. 

Central to this was finding some way of acknowledging their membership in this centennial year. Nola and Graeme were 
going to attend the Bacchus Marsh RSL’s centennial commemorations, where they may pick up some ideas for our effort. 
Nola also thought a commemorative bottle of Port and Glass would be a good idea. 

Meanwhile, Peter Free had proposed a coffee-table type of book containing historical photos of past Sub-branch events be 
given to the membership, while Deb and I proposed some form of token/badge to acknowledge membership this year. 

So that’s how this all started. 

As the weekly meetings progressed our ideas firmed up, attendance numbers and quantities were estimated (a huge lot of 
guesswork involved here). The designs for both the badges and Port bottles/Glasses were finalised and quotes sought, the 
items for public display and display layout were nutted out. 

Our team really worked well together. 

And some 16 meetings later our Commemorations actually happened! 

We had a great attendance at our Commemoration Service and the weather was kind to us as well. The service was over in 
about 30 minutes and the members and public were invited into the Hall to view our display. 

The extensive photographic display by the Historical Society was highly admired and commented upon. Nola’s special effort 
to display more than 6 female mannequins wearing uniforms of different military eras and services raised a fair deal of for-
gotten memories as well, while Max Hawkins’ Air Force display went down a treat too. 

At about 1200hrs I told the public (nicely) to bugger off as the rest of the day’s activities in the Hall were for our RSL mem-
bers only. 

Tables and chairs were quickly organised and our members and partners, and official guests got stuck into the tucker with 
gusto!! 

Although it was only “finger food”, Nola’s caterer Kristy(?) certainly made sure no-one went home hungry! The food just 
kept on coming!! 

Naturally, later on someone ordered that the Bar be opened and many a good yarn was held over some tongue-loosening am-
ber refreshment. 

It was certainly good to see people catching up with long-lost friends because, after all, that’s what these get-togethers are all 
about. 

What a ripper of a day was had by all!!    We hope that our efforts were appreciated. 

Well done Team! It was certainly a day to remember.        

Dieter. 
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Centenary Celebrations 

Sunbury RSL sub-branch, thanks the cen-

tenary committee for the work they did to 

help make the day a success. 
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Student address from Remembrance Day 2019 
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Hard work cruising——doing nothing but drinking, swimming, drinking, eating, swimming, drinking, eating, 

sleeping.  The best holiday ever.  Our cabin before we made it 

messy, but you know they came in two times every day and made 

it nice again. 

 

And everyone 

knows what this 

is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A good friend of Daves gave him the feathers, name 

of Timothy Paterakis– he had been to Afghanistan as 

a medic.   The feathers are the real deal.  Daveput 

them away in a safe place, some years ago, and has 

only now found them, he has down given them to 

the RSL.     Thank you  Dave Collet 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 2020 

First BBQ day back is Thursday 17th Janu-

ary 2020. 

BBQ’s every Thursday for the year 2020. 

Australia Day Sunday 26th January 2020 at 

the Vietnam Veterans House. $5 entry fee. 

AGM Thursday 13th February 2020, 

11am @ the House. 

Mulwala Trip 23rd-26th March 2020. 

Moama Trip 27th –30th March 2020. 

ANZAC Day 25th April 2020. 

Long Tan Dinner Dance Friday 14th August 

2020 at the Melton Country Club. 

We will be conducting a service for Vi-

etnam Veterans Remembrance Day on 

Monday the 17th August 2020 @ 10am @ 

the Memorial Precinct on High Street. 

Vietnam Veterans Remembrance Day 

Tuesday 18th August 2020.  We will be go-

ing into the Shrine of Remembrance for 

this day.  A bus will be provided.  Contact 

your secretary if you wish to attend.  More 

details later. 

Lunch @ Galli Restaurant Thursday 15th 

October 2020. 

Melbourne Cup Day 3rd November 2020 

@ th Vietnam Veterans House.  $5 entry 

fee. 

Remembrance Day Monday 11th Novem-

ber 2020  10:30am @ the Memorial Pre-

cinct High Street Melton. 

Children’s Christmas Party Sunday 29th 

November 2020. 

Christmas Dinner Dance Friday 4th De-

cember 2020 @ the Melton Country Club. 

 

Please contact your Secretary or Treasurer 

to make a booking to attend any of these 

events. 
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I thought what Josh said was really 

good.  And so I ask Jarrod to send me 

the opening paragraphs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today is a monumental milestone—an 

extremely proud day for Sunbury. 

This building has the power to change 

and shape lives, and I am so very ex-

cited for it to open today. 

 

Just a few blocks down from here is 

the Sunbury RSL and last Saturday I 

had the privilege of speaking at their 

100th anniversary. 

For 100 years now, our local RSL has 

been providing care and support for 

those who served, defending the val-

ues this nation holds dear. 

Values like: 

Freedom of speech, freedom of ex-

pression and freedom of democracy. 

When books were burned en masse in 

the lead up to the WW@ - those values 

were under siege. 

By burning books, knowledge and 

culture are destroyed.  Opportunities 

are removed and along with them the 

hope of a better future. 

But by building libraries you do the 

exact opposite.  You create 

knowledge , opportunities and hope 

for young and old alike. 

With buildings like the Global Learning 

Centre—the values our veterans fought 

for, are reinforced in our community. 

Our Global Learning Centre will be an 

inspiring place to meet, share, learn, 

create, collaborate and access infor-

mation in our ever changing digital 

world—providing lifelong learning op-

portunities for the thousands of people 

who walk through the door. 

This facility is more than just a library. 

This is a place of freedom, of discovery 

and of creativity. 

It is a place of education, imagination 

and community. 

 
 

SUNBURY RSL SUB-BRANCH 

STAWELL STREET,3429 
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